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New Jerusalem Lutheran Church Cindy Baskin
January 14, 2018 Epiphany 2-B
Texts: 1 Samuel 3:1-10 [11-20]; Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17; 1 Corinthians 6:12-20; John 1:43-51

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: When God Calls Your Name1

Objects Needed: Name Tags

How many of you are wearing one of these? (Hold up a church name tag.) If you don’t have one,
then we need to provide you with one (Ask an adult volunteer to assist with this.) 

Where are some other places you might wear a name tag besides church. (Wait for responses.)
How about on sports’ uniforms, or if you go to a party? At the beginning of the school year, most
teachers make a name tag for each student in the class. Who can tell me why we sometimes wear
name tags. (Wait for responses.)  Yes, it’s so that we can learn one another’s names and get to
know each other better.

Our names are very important. It’s been said that the sweetest sound to anyone is the sound of
their own name. Doesn't it make you feel good when someone remembers your name? It makes
me feel special when someone remembers my name and calls me by my name.

Do you think God knows your name? I am sure he does. Names are very important to God. In
fact, there are several stories in the Bible when God called someone by name. Can any of you
older kids or adults remember any of those stories? One day, a man saw a burning bush and went
over to take a look. God called to him from within the bush, "Moses! Moses!"  And Moses
answered, "Here I am." (Exodus 3:4)

One day Jesus walked down a street in a town called Jericho. He stopped and looked up in a tree
and then said,  "Zacchaeus, come down right now. I am going to your house today." When Jesus
called his name, Zacchaeus came down. (Luke 19:5)

After Jesus had risen from the dead on Easter Sunday, there was a man who wanted to arrest all
of Jesus’ followers and was walking down a road called the Damascus Road. A bright light
flashed around him. He fell to the ground and he heard a voice from heaven say to him, "Saul,
Saul, why do you persecute me?" Saul answered, "Who are you, Lord?" (Acts 9:1-5)

One of my favorite stories in the Bible is the story we heard this morning about a boy named
Samuel. When Samuel was old enough, but still a boy, his mother took him to Eli the priest at the
House of the Lord to work for Eli. One night Samuel was sleeping when he heard someone call
his name: “Samuel, Samuel!”  He got up and ran to Eli. "Here I am; you called me," he said to
Eli. "I didn't call you," Eli answered, "go back to bed."  So Samuel went back to bed. But again
the LORD called: "Samuel!" Samuel jumped out of bed again and went to Eli. "Here I am; you
called me." But Eli answered again, "I didn't call you, go back to bed."  The same thing happened
a third time. God called Samuel and Samuel got up and went to Eli. "Here I am; you called me."
Finally, Eli realized that it was God who was calling Samuel. He told Samuel, "Go and lie down,
and if he calls you again, say, 'Speak LORD, for your servant is listening.’" Samuel went back to
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bed and sure enough, again he heard the voice of God calling: "Samuel! Samuel!" But this time
Samuel answered as Eli had told him, "Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening."

What’s exciting is that God doesn’t need someone to wear a name tag to know who they are.
God knows who you are and he calls out to each of us. Some people think that God only calls
grown-ups. That is why I like the story of Samuel. Samuel was just a young boy when God called
him. God knows your name,  just as he knew the name of Samuel, and God still calls out to boys
and girls today saying, "Come, follow me."  So, listen for God's call and answer just as Samuel
did: "Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening."

Prayer:  Dear Father, today we are listening for your call. Perhaps you have something special for
us to do. When you call, we will answer, "Here I am." Amen.


