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New Jerusalem Lutheran Church Cindy Baskin
January 7, 2018 Epiphany 1-B
Texts: Genesis 1:1-5; Psalm 29; Acts 19:1-7; Mark 1:4-11

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE: “Making God Proud”  1

Objects Needed: A photo album and a mobile phone

Scripture: And a voice came from heaven: "You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well
pleased." Mark 1:9-11 (NIV)

Can anyone tell me what you think this notebook might be? Actually, this is a photo album that
has some pictures my parents took when I just a kid and was growing up. Here’s a picture my
father took when I was baptized and only 1 month old. My two older sisters are in the photo and
my brother is holding me. Here’s another photo when I was about the age of some of you and just
starting kindergarten in public school. People don't put pictures in photo albums much anymore.
And that’s because of this. (Hold up a mobile phone.) I guess you might say that this is the new
photo album. If you take a picture of someone, it’s right there in your phone.

(To the congregation at large . . .) How many of you here have cell phones with you? Take them
out a minute and hold them up. How many of you have pictures of your children or grandchildren
on them? (Hold them up if you do.) I guess we don't really need these old-fashioned photo albums
anymore. With a mobile phone, you always have your camera with you and as soon as you take a
photo, it is right there on your phone for all to see. When I see someone here at church showing
their phone to a friend, I can be pretty sure they are showing a picture of their child or grandchild.

Why do you suppose that people like to take and show pictures of their children? (Wait for
responses.) For one thing, it’s because they love their children and are proud of them. They are
proud of them on the day they are born; and they are proud of them when they learn to walk and
talk. They are proud of them when they start to school, when they play sports, or when they play
in a piano recital. In each and every stage of life, parents are proud of their children. And taking
photos is one way to show that.

Do you think God was proud of his Son, Jesus? We know he was! How do we know that?
Because the Bible tells us so! The Bible says that when Jesus was baptized and came up out of the
water, there was a voice from heaven that said, "You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am
well pleased." Back when Jesus was born and was growing up, people didn’t have cameras or
cell phones that they could use to take photographs. But God spoke from heaven and said it: "You
are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased." 

Why do you think God was proud of his Son? I think it made God proud to watch him grow. The
Bible tells us that "Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men" (Luke
2:52). It always makes parents proud to watch their children grow in maturity and become wiser.
Another reason that God was proud of his Son is that Jesus always did what God told him to do.
Do you always do what your parents tells you to do? (Wait for responses.) I doubt if any of us
could answer "yes" to that question, but Jesus could. Jesus said "I have come down from heaven
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not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me" (John 6:38). That would make any 
Father proud, wouldn't it?

The Bible tells us that when we trust in Jesus as our Savior, we too become children of God. And
like Jesus, we can always try to do what God wants us to do. Then God will look down from
heaven and say to each of us, "My child, I'm proud of you!"

Prayer:  Dear Father, thank you for loving us. Help us to be more like Jesus, so that you can
always be proud of us as you were proud of Jesus. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen.


