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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Theme: Christmas Is More than Boxes and Bags

Object:Dr. Suess book: How the Grinch Stole Christmas!

How many of you have ever read the story, “How the Grinch Stole Christmas” by Dr. Suess?
(Hold up the book.) It’s a classic that’s even been made into a movie and usually gets shown on
TV sometime over the Christmas holidays.

Who can tell me what a “grinch” is? (Wait for responses.) It’s someone who’s very unhappy and
wants to make everyone else unhappy as well. 

Who remembers what happens in the story? (Wait for responses and for the children to retell the
story including the following aspects.) There’s an old Grinch who lives up on a mountain all by
himself in a cave and he is very unhappy. He’s so unhappy that he wants everyone else to be
unhappy too. And he hates Christmas: he hates all the giving, and he especially hates all the happy
singing of Christmas songs. So he decides to ruin Christmas for all the Who’s that live in Who-
ville by stealing all of their Christmas presents, Christmas trees, and even the special foods they
will have to eat for their Christmas dinner. He’s really a very nasty creature.

So one Christmas Eve he takes his sleigh and lots of empty bags and descends from his mountain
cave while all the who’s in Who-ville are sleeping. Then he silently enters each Who-home and
steals all the presents, all the Christmas stockings, and even the Who’s Christmas trees! He loads
up his sleigh, goes back up to his mountain cave, and he gleefully assumes that when all the
Who’s wake up, they will be devastated. He is so pleased with himself that he congratulates
himself that he has kept Christmas from coming! 

But on Christmas morning, just when he is about to throw all the Who’s Christmas gifts, and trees
and meals off a cliff, he suddenly hears something that doesn’t sound very sad; in fact, it sounds
very, very merry! All the Who’s in Who-ville are singing anyway, even without presents, or
Christmas trees, or Christmas dinners. Somehow Christmas had come anyway!

In his book, Dr. Suess writes:
"And the Grinch, with his Grinch-feet ice-cold in the snow, 
Stood puzzling and puzzling: “How could it be so? 
“It came without ribbons. It came without tags!
“It came without packages, boxes or bags.!”“
And he puzzled three hours, till his puzzler was sore. 
Then the Grinch thought of something he hadn't before!
“Maybe Christmas,” he thought, “doesn't come from a store.
“Maybe Christmas, perhaps, means a little bit more?" 1

What was it that the Grinch hadn’t understood? (Wait for Responses.) Christmas doesn’t have to do with
presents and toys or special meals. It has to do with Jesus! Jesus was born on Christmas Day and that’s
something to really sing about no matter what our circumstances. In the bible reading we heard earlier, an
angel came and announced to a young girl, Mary, that she would bear a son who would become the
Savior of the world. That’s what happened on Christmas Day. Jesus, the infant child was born. That’s
what Christmas is all about and that is truly something to celebrate!


