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New Jerusalem Lutheran Church Cindy Baskin
Advent 2-B  December 10, 2017
Texts: Isaiah 40:1-11; Psalm 85:1-2; 8-13; 2 Peter 3:8-15a; Mark 1:1-8

Theme: Road Construction and Gratitude!
Scripture: Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight (Mk 1:3b)

Children’s Message1

I have some signs here to show you. (Show road construction signs.) Who can tell me where you
might expect to see one of these? (Wait for responses.) Are any of you planning to drive your
family car to visit out-of-town family or friends this Christmas? If so, you might run into some
signs along the highway like these. If you do see signs like these, what will they tell you and what
might you expect to see? (Wait for responses.) 

I can remember traveling on vacation to the state of Maine for several years in a row. On many
occasions when I was traveling up the highway (particularly through the state of Pennsylvania), I
would come to a place that had signs like these: "Slow Down –  Construction Ahead." Then, very
shortly, I would see gravel trucks, road graders, and a lot of people with shovels or other
equipment out working on the highway. The road was in need of repair. Sometimes I thought to
myself, "What a nice highway this will be when it is finished and there is no more construction."
But then the next year when I might travel that same highway again . . . Guess what? Road
construction crews were still doing repair work on that highway – year after year, just on a
different part of it! You see, by the time they finished working on one part of the highway,
another place would need to be repaired! Even some parts they had already repaired before might
need to be repaired again. It seemed like they would never finish working on the highway.

Sometimes our lives are like a highway that is in need of repair. There are bumps that need to be
flattened and smoothed out; there might be cracks or pot holes that need to be filled. The Bible
tells us that God sent some people ro remind us that our lives are in need of repair just like a
highway. Both the prophet Isaiah and a man by the name of John the Baptist told people that they
should make a highway that would be straight for our God. They told the people to make the
crooked ways straight and to make the rough places smooth. They weren’t really talking about
building a highway upon which God could drive a car; they were really talking about the hearts of
the people. They were calling us people to prepare our hearts to receive Jesus so that he can walk
among us and live with us.

During this special season of the year (Advent) when we prepare to celebrate Jesus' birth and look
forward to the day when he will come again, you and I need to make sure that we are ready. We
need to look into our hearts and ask God to make our crooked ways straight and smooth out the
rough places. Every time  we do things that we shouldn't do, it’s creates crooked and rough
places that need to be repaired, but we can ask God to forgive us and to make our hearts clean
again. Like the highways we drive our cars on, getting our hearts cleaned up is a continuing job
and may never seem to be finished. You see, our lives can always use some repair work.

Prayer: Dear Father, prepare our hearts for Jesus' return. Make our crooked ways straight and
our rough places smooth. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen.


